
Minutes of the Meeting of the 
New York State Committee on Pathologists’ Assistants 

Thursday, October 13, 2022 
1411 Broadway NY, NY 

 

Draft 
 
Meeting is called to order at 2:05 pm. 
 
Committee Members Present: Charles Fernandez-Perez, Mohammad Zuber Nakadar, and physician 
member Dr. Bernard Ng. 
 
Committee Members Absent: Adam Tegnander, Medicine Board liaison Dr. Maria Plummer, and public 
member Nancy Halleck. 
 
Staff Members Present: Stephen Boese, Executive Secretary to the Board in New York City; Carla Wells, 
Education Program Assistant 2; Lee Fitzgerald, Education Program Assistant; and Heidi Weinman, 
Secretary. 
 
Guest Present: Heather Klusendorf, Director of the OP Modernization Program; and Ben Amundson, 
Lead Technical Engineer of the OP Modernization Program. 

Review of Roster: State Committee for Pathologists’ Assistants roster was shared for review and 
updated as needed. 
 
Introductions: Everyone introduces themselves and their credentials.  
 
Review of Minutes: As there is not a quorum today, the minutes from the last meeting and this meeting 
will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

Update from the Office of Professions:  
 
The ability to meet via WebEx has expired so all members need to join meetings at SED sites at Albany, 
NYC, Syracuse, or Rochester. 
 
Update on Office of Professions Technology Improvements for Applicants and Licensees: 
 
Heather Klusendorf discusses and gives a live demonstration of the progress on various projects being 
undertaken by the OP Modernization Program. This includes updates to the OP website, creating a 
central place for initiating and managing licenses and renewals, streamlining the back-end database 
system that NYSED staff uses, and getting more forms online, especially Limited Permits. The publicly 
available information for a licensee online will be expanded. They are also making the user interface 
more user-friendly with making relevant information easy to understand and access. 



Regulatory Review: 
 
Now that PathA has been a profession for 5 years, the committee reviews the regulations to see if they 
should be revised or expanded. There’s a discussion of allowing people who are licensed pathologists in 
other countries to be licensed since there is such a shortage. Even if our regulations allowed that (we do 
have the caveat of PathA education or SED determined substantially equivalent), they wouldn’t be 
qualified to take the exam, which is required without any qualifiers. Mr. Nadakar suggests he will reach 
out to the ACP to see if they will consider accepting these educations to admit people to the exam. He’ll 
let us know what the response is. There is also the possibility to propose a change the regulation to “or 
equivalent exam” and basically make it an endorsement of a foreign license. The content requirement is 
listed in the regulations, so if the exam could be proven to meet those standards, it might be acceptable. 
There could be pushback from the APA and ACP. There’s a suggestion to eliminate the “Special 
Provisions” section about grandparenting just to avoid confusion, but as it would require a change in 
legislation and is just for clean-up purposes, we’ll leave it alone.  
 
Discussion – Issues and Priorities Moving Forward: 

There is a question of what actions can be taken against a supervising physician for signing an 
attestation for a PathA that is fraudulent. It would go to OPD. There have been investigations for this but 
no resolutions so far, so we don’t know what the consequences are yet. The committee discusses what 
clinical training is required during PathA education. They also discuss the quality of physician supervision 
during that clinical training. The committee would like to invite Beverly Rauch [spelling] of CLEP about 
developments in the last 5 years, specifically about supervision 
 
Next Meeting is set for Thursday, January 26th 2023 at 2:00 pm.  

Meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Carla Wells 

Education Program Assistant 2 

 


