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Meeting Minutes 
New York State Education Department 

Virtual Board Meeting - WebEx 
 
Executive Secretary, Dina Jazrawi, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  
 
The following members were present:  
 
Melissa Creighton, Chair 
Kelly Walker, Vice Chair  
Diane Folk  
KrisEmily McCroy 
Jacqueline Nasso 
Nicole Rouhana  
Denise Wharton  
Aleida Llanes-Oberstein (extended member)  

 
Others in attendance: 
 
Dina Jazrawi, Executive Secretary 
Alexander Goh, New York State Education Department 
Sonya Tucker, New York State Education Department  
 
Welcome and introduction   

 
Executive Secretary, Dina Jazrawi, led introductions of attendees and introduced Ms. Diane Folk as the 
Board of Midwifery’s newest member.  

 
Minutes 
 
Based on a motion made by Ms. Rouhana and seconded by Ms. Walker, the Board approved the minutes 
of the May 7, 2021 Board meeting.   
 
Report of the Chair  
 
Ms. Melissa Creighton discussed the anticipation of reduced staffing in the midwifery field due to the 
local and federal COVID-19 vaccination mandates. She encouraged continuing midwifery care in the 
field and moving forward with projects and activities with optimism, flexibility and tenacity.  

   
 
 
Report of the Executive Secretary  



 

 

 
Ms. Jazrawi provided a legislative update for Bill A.7898 which creates a new profession, Community 
Midwives. Ms. Jazrawi provided a brief update on her June meeting with Jane Preston and the newly 
appointed President of New York Midwives.  The meeting cleared up the public’s misconceptions 
pertaining to the Department’s review of out-of-state midwifery student placement programs and their 
permission to operate (PTO).  She clarified that the State’s “review hold” is applicable only to new out-
of-state programs seeking PTO in New York State.   Ms. Jazrawi reviewed board membership, 
indicating that in addition to finding qualified candidates; the Department’s goal is to ensure the board is 
diverse, in every aspect.  As board members are officers under Public Officer’s law, they are not 
permitted to advocate or lobby while serving as an active or extended board member, this has been 
discouraging to some applicants who have applied to serve on the board.   
       
 
Unfinished Business 
 
Ms. Jacqueline Nasso provided the Board with an update of the work of the Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) committee. The Board discussed some concerns around the current documents and 
recommended some additional revisions be made.  The committee is anticipated to reconvene in 
November 2021.   

 
New Business 
 
The Board was asked to present to first-year midwifery students.  Currently, the Department does not 
have an approved presentation for Board members and members of the Department to utilize.  A 
committee was created to work on creating such a presentation and will be led by Ms. Walker.  

 
Board Member Appointments  
 
The board voted unanimously to appoint Kelly Walker as the Board’s Chair.   
The board voted unanimously to appoint Jacqueline Nasso as the Board’s Vice Chair.    

    
The Midwifery Boards upcoming meetings are anticipated to occur on January 14, 2022 and June 10, 
2022. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m.  

 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Dina Jazrawi, PharmD 
 Executive Secretary  
  


