
Minutes of the Meeting of the 

New York State Committee for Athletic Training 

Thursday, September 23, 2021 

Via WebEx 

Draft 

Mr. Boese called the meeting to order at 10:36 a.m. 

Introductions and roster.  

Committee Members Present: Julia Drattell, Kathryn Koshansky, Frederick Zappala, Michael Powers,  
and Thomas Fashouer. 

Committee Members Absent: Medicine Board liaison Dr. Ramanathan Raju. 

NYSED Staff Present: Stephen Boese, Executive Secretary to the Board; Lee Fitzgerald, Education 
Program Assistant 1, and Heidi Weinman, Administrative Assistant 1. 

Guests Present: N/A 

There were no minutes available from the previous meeting to approve. 

Executive Secretary Report – Update From OP: 

The Governor has extended open meetings until Jan 22nd, 2021. 
 
Julia Drattell is leaving the committee to pursue a PhD in the Kinesiology and Concussion Research 
program at the University of Georgia. The committee has an urgent need for new members as several 
current members end their terms in February of 2022. 
 
The Medicine Board has appointed a new physician liaison to the committee—Dr. Ramanathan Raju.  
 
Other Issues—Licensure Delays: 

Frederick Zappala shared an inquiry he had received with the committee expressing concern over the 
impact of licensure delays on patient care. 

The COVID-19 pandemic was a factor contributing to delays within the Office of the Professions, and 
staffing remains an issue. The Governor has lifted the hiring freeze for the remainder of this fiscal year, 
which should help with staffing shortages. There are several technology modernization initiatives being 
implemented in the next few years that will help reduce turnaround time.  



Direct verification of credentials from outside institutions is also a time-consuming process as these 
institutions have their own staffing issues. Emphasis is placed on applicants following directions and 
ensuring their application materials are submitted correctly—this will remove a lot of back and forth.  
The Office of the Professions has received numerous inquiries from citizens who want to know how to 
help – the State Boards of the Professions cannot assist with legislation or lobbying strategy. 

“Athletic Trainer” is a profession with a protected title in NYS and does not have a protected scope of 
practice. However, Athletic Trainers must be licensed to legally practice in a school setting or in 
professional sports. There is nothing in law allowing a grace period for working while awaiting licensure. 
 
Other Issues—Practice Guidelines for Telehealth: 
 
Telehealth is being used by Athletic Trainers to lessen the impact of these staffing shortages by allowing 
licensed Trainers to be available for schools who do not have a staff Trainer onsite. Specifically, there is 
concern over whether telehealth is an adequate replacement for in-person evaluation of concussions. 
There are currently no regulations for Athletic Trainers practicing Telehealth. If a complaint were to be 
made against a licensee, the Office of Professional Discipline would turn to the committee for their 
opinion. The National Athletic Trainers' Association recently published practice guidelines for Telehealth 
that could serve as a good reference for any future NYS guidelines. 
 
Review of Legislation Updating School Concussion Protocols:  

NYS Assembly Bill A2564 updates school concussion management and response protocols and increases 
concussion data collection and reporting. The bill has been presented to the committee for feedback. 
One of the requirements is for every school or school district to establish a concussion management 
team; There is concern if all schools have the resources to do this. There is also concern regarding 
enforcement of groups outside of schools, such as travel leagues.  

The Education Department must also consider providing instructional coursework and continuing 
education classes. The wording of the bill currently groups Athletic Trainers with educational staff and 
coaching staff who would have different continuing education requirements than healthcare 
professionals. While Athletic Trainers are considered healthcare professionals, it is questioned if they 
should have the same strict continuing education requirements that are being suggested for healthcare 
professionals in this bill. 
 
Meeting is adjourned at 11:30 am 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for Feb 10, 2022 10:30 AM 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lee Fitzgerald 

Education Program Assistant 1 


